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ESTIMATING FLOW RATES OF A LIQUID IN
A CONDUIT

BACKGROUND

A water management system (e.g., wastewater or storm
water) is generally used to accomplish the transfer or trans-
port of sewage from some residences and business in a com-
munity to a water-treatment plant that cleans the sewage
before it is discharged to a source-water reservoir. As a gen-
eral matter, construction of a sewer system involves the inter-
connection of some number of segments such as conduits
(e.g., pipes), connectors, and the like, which cooperate with
and take advantage of the natural effect of gravity to enable
the desired sewage transfer to take place.

In the design, construction, and maintenance of a water
management system, one important engineering metric or
consideration is the determination of how much (i.e., the
maximum amount) fluid the system (and/or a given segment
of'the system) is handling as well as its overall capacity (i.e.,
the amount that may pass through the system without giving
rise to trouble conditions such as overflow, backup, and the
like). This metric is often expressed as a “flow rate,” which is
the volume of waste water that passes through a given part of
a waste water pipe per unit time (e.g., ft*/sec or m>/sec).

SUMMARY

Obtaining direct measurements of flow rates may be cost
prohibitive. The instruments required to measure flow rates
may be expensive to purchase, install, or maintain. A less
expensive option is to estimate flow rates of sewage and/or
wastewater (hereinafter generally referred to as “sewage”)
based on other measurements that are less expensive to
obtain. For example, using the “Gauckler-Manning-Strickler
formula” (or simply the “Manning formula”), flow rates can
be estimated based on characteristics of the sewage flow and
the sewer pipe. Most variables of the Manning formula cor-
respond to characteristics of the sewage and sewer pipe that
are relatively static. Generally, just one variable of the Man-
ning formula corresponds to a characteristic that changes
within a relatively short period of time: the depth of the
sewage. Advantageously, the depth of the sewage can be
obtained with relatively inexpensive instruments (compared
to those used to directly measure flow rates).

However, even relatively static characteristics of a sewer
pipe may change over time. For example, environmental
changes such as ground settling might alter the slope or shape
of the sewer pipe, thus affecting the estimated-tflow-rate cal-
culations. The Manning formula is sensitive to the accuracy
of the formula’s variable values: even small errors in these
values may affect the accuracy of the estimations produced by
the formula. Accordingly, the variable values corresponding
to these otherwise relatively static characteristics may need to
be altered in order for the Manning formula to produce accu-
rate flow-rate estimations.

However, like the direct measurements of flow rates, real-
time measurements of these relatively static characteristics of
the sewer pipe may be costly to obtain, especially after the
sewer system has been constructed. Accordingly, when
applying the Manning formula to estimate flow rates, the
variable values corresponding to these characteristics may be
based on estimates (perhaps such as historical values of these
variables). Determining appropriate values for these vari-
ables in the abstract may be difficult without a way to quickly
and easily understand how changes to these values will affect
the flow-rate estimations. Each variable may affect the esti-
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mated flow rates in respectively different ways. It may be be
advantageous to visualize how changing any one or more of
these values would affect the estimated flow rates.

Described below are various embodiments that, inter alia,
may be used to provide a visual (or other) representation of
the estimated flow rates resulting from a modification of any
of the values of the Manning formula variables. In one
embodiment, a flow-estimation processor receives one or
more flow-depth measurements with each flow-depth mea-
surement having been taken at a respective time. The proces-
sor calculates a respective estimated flow rate for each of the
one or more times such that each respective estimated flow
rate is calculated based on at least (i) the corresponding flow-
depth measurement and (ii) a set of one or more flow-estima-
tion parameters each set to a respective initial value. The
processor outputs the estimated flow rates for presentation via
a user interface, and receives via the user interface one or
more updated values, with each received updated value cor-
responding to a respective one of the flow-estimation param-
eters. The processor calculates an updated estimated flow rate
for each of the one or more times, such that each respective
updated estimated flow rate is calculated based on at least (i)
the corresponding flow-depth measurement, (ii) the one or
more received updated values, and (iii) respective initial val-
ues of any flow-estimation parameters for which no updated
value was received. The processor then outputs the updated
estimated flow rates for presentation via the user interface.
The set of flow-estimation parameters could include one or
more variables of the Manning formula and/or an offset of one
or more of the flow-depth measurements, among numerous
other possibilities.

These as well as other aspects, advantages, and alternatives
will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art by
reading the following detailed description, with reference
where appropriate to the accompanying drawings. Further, it
should be understood that the descriptions provided in this
overview and below are intended by way of example and not
limitation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Various exemplary embodiments are described herein with
reference to the following drawings, in which like numerals
denote like entities, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a network, in accordance with
exemplary embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a computing entity,
in accordance with exemplary embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a protocol stack of a communication
interface, in accordance with exemplary embodiments;

FIGS. 4, 5a, and 55 are illustrations of the various compo-
nents of a flow-depth measurement, in accordance with exem-
plary embodiments;

FIGS. 6,9, and 11 are flowcharts of respective methods, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments;

FIGS. 7 and 10 are illustrations of respective user inter-
faces, in accordance with exemplary embodiments; and

FIG. 8 is a simplified map of a system of conduits, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The present systems and methods will now be described
with reference to the figures. It should be understood, how-
ever, that numerous variations from the depicted arrange-
ments and functions are possible while remaining within the
scope and spirit of the claims. For instance, one or more
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elements may be added, removed, combined, distributed,
substituted, re-positioned, re-ordered, and/or otherwise
changed. Further, where this description refers to one or more
functions being implemented on and/or by one or more
devices, one or more machines, and/or one or more networks,
it should be understood that one or more of such entities could
carry out one or more of such functions by themselves or in
cooperation, and may do so by application of any suitable
combination of hardware, firmware, and/or software. For
instance, one or more processors may execute one or more
sets of programming instructions as at least part of carrying
out of one or more of the functions described herein. Further,
though the following disclosure makes references to sewage,
sewer pipes, and sewage systems, it should be understood that
the embodiments described herein may apply equally to any
fluid in any conduit.
1. Exemplary Network Architecture

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a network, in accordance with
exemplary embodiments. As shown in FIG. 1, network 100
includes flow-depth sensor 102, base station 104, relay device
106, the Internet 108, server 110, local area network (LAN)
computers 112 and 114, and remote computer 116, each of
which are communicatively connected via one or more com-
munication links. Network 100 may be generally configured
to relay flow-depth measurements and other data between
flow-depth sensor 102, server 110, and computers 112, 114,
and 116 via one or more of the communication links. Other
components such as routers, switches, repeaters, firewalls,
and modems (among other possibilities) may be present as
well. Those components may be interposed on the commu-
nication links between the flow-depth sensor, server, and
computers, as examples. Those having skill in the art will
understand that additional and/or different entities may be
present in network 100, and that not all entities depicted in
FIG. 1 are required to be present in network 100.

Flow-depth sensor 102 could be any component capable of
performing the depth-sensor functions described herein. The
flow-depth sensor may incorporate various components such
as a power supply, a flow-depth measurement interface, and a
wireless-communication interface for carrying out the depth-
sensor functions. In an embodiment, the flow-depth sensor
takes the form of a manhole cover that incorporates the vari-
ous components, each of which are communicatively linked,
incorporated within, and/or attached to the exterior of the
manhole cover, as examples. Additional and/or different com-
ponents could be included as part of the flow-depth sensor,
and not all described components are required to be part of the
flow-depth sensor. The sensor could take other forms as well,
such as those described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,944,352, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

Base station 104 could be any component capable of per-
forming the base-station functions described herein, and
could take the form of a Wi-Fi router, a cellular base station,
a network router or switch, and/or a satellite dish, among
numerous other possibilities. Relay device 106 could be any
component capable of performing the relay functions
described herein. The relay device could take the form of a
satellite, a femtocell, a Wi-Fi extender, a network router or
switch, and/or an optical communications repeater, among
many other examples. The Internet 108 could take the form of
the eponymous wide area network (WAN), and/or could take
the form of any other network. Those having skill in the art
will understand that base station 104, relay device 106, and/or
Internet 108 may take other forms as well.

Server 110 could be any device capable of carrying out the
server functions described herein. As such, the server could
take the form of one or more hardware servers that individu-
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4

ally or collectively function as database servers, file servers,
mail servers, web server, or application servers, among many
other possibilities.

Computers 112, 114, and 116 could be any devices capable
of carrying out the computer functions described herein, and
could take the form of a general-purpose computer, a tablet,
and/or a smartphone, among other possibilities. As described
above, some computers (such as computers 112 and 114) may
be connected to server 110 viaa LAN. Other computers, such
as computer 116, could be connected to server 110 via a
WAN, such as the Internet 108. The computers could be
communicatively linked to server 110 in other ways as well.
As another possibility, the computers and server 110 could
take the form of a single device. The computers could take
other forms as well.

II. Exemplary Computing Entity

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a computing entity,
in accordance with exemplary embodiments. Any one or
more of the aforementioned flow-depth sensor 102, base sta-
tion 104, relay device 106, Internet 108, server 110, and
computers 112, 114, 116 could take the form of the following
computer entity.

As shown in FIG. 2, computing entity 200 may include a
central processing unit (CPU) 202, a data storage 204 con-
taining program instructions 206, a communication interface
208, and a user interface 210, each of which are intercon-
nected via a system bus 212. CPU 202 may take the form of
one or more general-purpose processors and/or one or more
special-purpose processors, and may be integrated in whole
or in part with data storage 204, user interface 208, and/or
communication interface 210. Data storage 204 may store
program instructions 206, flow-depth measurements, flow-
level measurement, and user-interface data, among numerous
other possibilities. The data storage may take the form of a
non-transitory computer-readable medium such as a hard
drive, a solid-state drive, an EPROM, a USB storage device,
a CD-ROM disk, a DVD disk, a relational database manage-
ment system (RDBMS), any other non-volatile storage, or
any combination of these, to name just a few examples. Pro-
gram instructions 206 may comprise machine-language
instructions executable by processor 204 to carry out various
functions described herein.

User interface 208 may be any component capable of car-
rying out the user-interface functions described herein. The
user interface may be configured to both receive input from a
user and output information to the user. User input might be
achieved via a keyboard, a mouse, or another component
communicatively linked to a general-purpose computer. As
another possibility, input may be realized via a touchscreen
display of a smartphone or tablet device. Output may be
provided via a computer monitor or a loudspeaker (such as a
computer speaker), again possibly communicatively linked to
a general-purpose computer. And some components may pro-
vide for both input and output, such as the aforementioned
touchscreen display. Those having skill in the art will under-
stand that user interface 210 may take numerous other forms
as well.

Communication interface 210 may be any component
capable of performing the communication-interface func-
tions described herein. As such, the communication interface
could include or take the form of an Ethernet, Wi-Fi, Blue-
tooth, and/or universal serial bus (USB) interface, among
many other possibilities.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a protocol stack of a communication
interface (such as communication interface 210). As shown in
FIG. 3, protocol stack 300 may include a physical layer 302,
a data link layer 304, a network layer 306, and an application
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layer 308. The protocol stack may include different and/or
additional layers as well, and not all layers depicted in FIG. 3
are required for the protocol stack. Moreover, though layers
302,304, and 306 are described as a physical layer, a data link
layer, and a network layer, respectively, those having skill in
the art will understand that the various interfaces and proto-
cols described as part of these layers could actually exist in
one or more different layers. Some interfaces and/or proto-
cols might span more than one layer: for example, both the
Bluetooth and USB specifications define at least a physical
layer and a data link layer.

As shown in FIG. 3, physical layer 302 may take the form
of'an Ethernet over twisted pair interface, a radio frequency
(RF) interface, a fiber-optic interface, a coaxial interface, a
USB interface, and/or a Bluetooth® interface. The physical
layer could also take the form of an IEEE 1394 (FireWire®)
interface, a digital video interface (DVI), a video graphics
array (VGA), a DisplayPort interface, a ThunderBolt inter-
face, a peripheral component interconnect (PCI) or PCI
Express (PCle) interface, or any combination of these. Those
having skill in the art will recognize that the physical layer of
communication interface 210 may take other forms as well.

Data link layer 304 could take the form of one or more
datagrams transmitted over physical layer 302 in compliance
with one or more protocols, as just one possibility. Examples
of such protocols include 802.3 (Ethernet), 802.11 (Wi-Fi),
asynchronous transfer mode (ATM), and data over cable ser-
vice interface specification (DOCSIS), among numerous
other examples. Some data-link-layer protocols may be gen-
erally carried over a given physical-layer interface: for
example, Wi-Fi may be generally carried over an RF inter-
face, and DOCSIS over a hybrid fiber-coaxial interface. It
should be understood, however, that a given physical-layer
interface may carry data in a variety of data-link-layer proto-
cols, and that a given data-link-layer protocol may carry data
over a variety of physical-layer interfaces: for example, Eth-
ernet datagrams may be carried over a twisted pair interface or
acoaxial interface. Data link layer 304 could take other forms
as well.

In an embodiment, network layer 306 takes the form of one
or more packets carried over data link layer 304. The packets
could conform to the Internet Protocol (IP), which includes
Internet Protocol Version 4 (IPv4) and Internet Protocol Ver-
sion 6 (IPv6). The network layer could take other forms.

A given protocol-stack layers may be configured to com-
municate data over a respective geographic area. For
example, an Ethernet over Twisted Pair interface carrying
data over a Category Se cable may be able to carry data over
amaximum distance of 100 meters. Several communicatively
linked Ethernet interfaces may be able to exchange Ethernet
frames over a Local Area Network (LLAN) to a cable modem,
which may then convert the Ethernet frames to DOCSIS for
transmission to a local cable-internet provider. And a combi-
nation of several Ethernet and DOCSIS links might carry one
or more [P packets over the worldwide Internet 108.

It should be understood that a given communication may
be carried in a variety of different forms within any given
protocol-stack layer. For example, a communication may be
transmitted from a cable-internet provider initially over a
fiber-optic interface to a neighborhood substation, and may
be converted at the substation to a coaxial interface for deliv-
ery to an end user.

Those having skill in the art will understand that protocol
stack 300 may include additional and/or different layers, and
that not all layers shown in FIG. 3 need be included in the
protocol stack. Further, one or more of the layers could be
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combined into a single layer, and/or a single layer could be
separated into two layers. Other modifications are possible as
well.

1I1. Exemplary Flow-Depth Measurement

FIGS. 4, 54, and 55 illustrate the various components of a
flow-depth measurement. As shown in FIG. 4, a flow-depth
sensor 102 is disposed over a sewer pipe (or other conduit)
406 capable of storing and/or transporting sewage (or other
fluid) 404. Flow-depth measurement instrument 402 may be
configured to measure a distance from the instrument to a
surface of a remote object, such as distance d to free surface
408 of fluid 404 or a distance d,,,, to a deepest-point of
conduit 406. As another possibility, the flow-depth sensor
could float on free surface 408, and/or could be attached to a
surface of conduit 406. Those having skill in the art will
recognize that the flow-depth measurement instrument may
able to obtain distances d and d,,,, from other positions as
well.

Measurements of distances d and d,,,,,, might be obtained
via one or more measurement technologies. For example, the
measurements might be optical measurements, perhaps made
via one or more of a CMOS or CCD image sensor. As another
possibility, the measurements might be one or more of a radar
measurement, a sonar measurement, and an ultrasound mea-
surement. Other distance-measuring technologies might also
be used in addition to or instead of these previously-men-
tioned technologies. Further, a measurement of distance d,,, .,
to conduit surface 406 might be obtainable only while no fluid
is present in conduit 406. If sewage is present in conduit 406,
d,, .. might be obtained based on schematics of the conduit.

The flow depth h of sewage 404 can be calculated by
subtracting distance d to free surface 408 from distance d,, .
to conduit surface 406. Either or both of sensor 102, server
110, and computers 112, 114, and 116 could calculate depth
h. For example, server 110 could receive both distances d and
d,, . from sensor 102 and calculate depth h based on these
distances, or the server could receive only distance d and
calculate depth h based on a previously-stored distance d,,, ...
Further still, server 110 could receive depth h calculated by
sensor 102.

Having obtained flow depth h of sewage 404, Manning’s
formula can be used to estimate the flow rate of the sewage.
The formula is

Q=VvA =(§)AR§\/§

where Q is the volumetric flow rate (m*/s), V is the mean
velocity (m/s), A is the cross-sectional area of flow (m?), n is
Manning’s coefficient of roughness, R is the hydraulic radius
(defined as the flow area divided by the wetted perimeter), and
S is the slope of the of the conduit. The constant k is a
conversion factor: the parameters are SI units of measure if
k=1, while the parameters are statutory measurements if
k=1.49.

The cross-sectional area A and the hydraulic radius R of
conduit 406 can be obtained as a function of a flow depth h
using the following equation if the conduit is circular

> Lr=h)

A = Asector — Aisosceles triangle = I COS

—r=hW2rh— i 2

r

where r is the radius of the conduit. FIG. 5a illustrates the area
A of'the circular sector defined by the wetted perimeter P

sector
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of fluid 404, and FIG. 55 illustrates the area A, ;105 sriangre OF
the isosceles triangle extending from flow surface 408 to the
cross-section center of conduit 406. The area A can be
obtained by subtracting the area A, . ..cs sriangre ©1 the isos-
celes triangle from the area A, _, . of the sector.

The hydraulic radius R of conduit can be obtained using

where r is again the cross-sectional radius of the conduit.

Since A and R can be obtained as functions of pipe radius
r and flow depth h, the flow rate Q of sewage 404 can be
obtained using only the slope, the roughness coefficient, the
cross-sectional radius of conduit 410, and depth h.

IV. Exemplary Operation

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method of estimating flow rates of
a liquid in a conduit and outputting the estimated flow rates
for presentation via a user interface. The method is described
below as being carried out by a flow-estimation processor,
which could take the form of flow-depth sensor 102, server
110, computers 112, 114, and/or 116, any other entity capable
of performing the flow-estimation-processor functions
described below, or any combination of these. In an embodi-
ment, the flow-estimation processor takes the form of server
110, which performs the various flow-estimation-processor
functions. In another embodiment, the flow-estimation pro-
cessor takes the form of a system that includes both server 110
and flow-depth sensor 102: flow-depth sensor 102 performs
various functions (such as calculating a flow depth and/or an
estimated flow rate, for example), and server 110 performs
other functions (e.g., outputting the flow depth and/or esti-
mated flow rate for presentation and/or providing an interface
for a user to input new model parameter values, which may
then be communicated to the flow rate sensor). Those having
skill in the art will understand that the flow-estimation pro-
cessor could take other forms as well without departing from
the scope of the claims.

As shown in FIG. 6, method 600 begins at step 602 with the
flow-estimation processor receiving one or more flow-depth
measurements, each flow-depth measurement having been
taken at a respective time. In an embodiment, the flow-depth
measurements are received from flow-depth sensor 102,
though the flow-depth measurements might be received from
other entities as well, such as a database server communica-
tively linked to the flow-estimation processor via server 110,

Method 600 continues at step 604 with the flow-estimation
processor calculating a respective estimated flow rate for each
of'the one or more times. Each respective estimated flow rate
is calculated based on at least (i) the corresponding flow-
depth measurement and (ii) a set of one or more flow-estima-
tion parameters each set to a respective initial value.

The set of one or more flow-estimation parameters could
include one or more variables of the Manning formula
described above, or could include all of the variables of the
Manning formula. As another possibility, the set of one or
more flow-estimation parameters could include a flow-depth-
measurement offset by which one or more of the flow-depth
measurements are be offset. For example, a set of flow-depth
measurements {1 ft, 3 ft, 4 ft, 4 ft, 3 ft, 2 ft, 1 ft} might be
offset by a value of +1, resulting in a set of offset flow-depth
measurements {2 ft, 4 ft, 5 ft, 5 ft, 4 ft, 3 ft, 2 ft}. As another
example, the set of flow-depth measurements might be offset
by a value of -2, resulting in a set of offset flow-depth mea-
surements {0 ft, 2 ft, 3 ft, 3 ft, 2 ft, 1 ft, O ft}. The offset
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flow-depth measurements might then be used as parameters
in calculating the estimated flow rates. As another possibility,
the set of one or more flow-estimation parameters could
include any one or more flow-depth-measurement offsets
and/or variables of the Manning formula.

FIG. 7 is an illustration of a user interface, in accordance
with exemplary embodiments. According to an embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 7, a flow-estimation processor outputs
initial values of one or more of the flow-estimation param-
eters for presentation via user interface 700. User interface
700 includes, among other elements, Ul box 710 displaying
“initial” values for several flow-estimation parameters corre-
sponding to respective variables of the Manning formula. The
displayed parameters include a pipe radius, a pipe slope, a
Manning roughness coefficient, and a depth offset. Those
having skill in the art will understand that additional and/or
different flow-estimation parameters may output for presen-
tation, and that the initial values of the flow-estimation
parameters may be presented in various other ways.

Method 600 continues at step 606 with the flow-estimation
processor outputting the estimated flow rates for presentation
via user interface 210. In an embodiment, presentation of the
estimated flow rates comprises presentation of a graph of the
flow rates over a period of time. In another embodiment,
presentation of the estimated flow rates comprises presenta-
tion of a list of the flow rates and the respective time. In a
further embodiment, presentation of the estimated flow rates
comprises presentation of a total flow over a period of time.

According to an embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, presen-
tation of the estimated flow rates takes the form of a graph of
the flow rates over a period of time. Solid line 702 represents
the estimated flow rates and dashed line 704 represents the
updated estimated flow rates (discussed blow). Ul box 712
may be used to specify the time period over which the esti-
mated flow rates are presented; as shown in FIG. 7, the pre-
sented estimated flow rates span the week of August 25 to
August 31 (and ending at midnight of September 1). The
horizontal axis could represent minutes, hours, days, and/or
any other period of time. The vertical axis could be in units of
gallons/minute, ft*/sec, m*/sec, or any other units of volumet-
ric flow. Those having skill in the art will recognize that the
graph may take other forms as well.

In an embodiment, the flow-estimation processor may out-
put for presentation a maximum estimated flow rate over a
period of time. The maximum estimated flow rate could be
indicated by a dot or vertical line on user interface 700. As
another possibility, the maximum flow rate could be indicated
by text on a display, e.g., “Maximum flow rate: 50 m*/sec).
Those having skill in the art will recognize that the maximum
estimated flow rate may be indicated in other ways as well.
Further, other metrics such as a minimum, mean, and/or
median estimated flow rate over a period of time may be
output for presentation as well. The flow-estimation proces-
sor may first calculate the maximum, minimum, mean, and/or
median estimated flow rates before outputting them for pre-
sentation; additionally or alternatively, the flow-estimation
processor may receive the calculations from another entity
(such as flow-depth sensor 102, server 110, and/or computers
112, 114, and/or 116).

Method 600 continues at step 608 with the flow-estimation
processor receiving one or more updated values via the user
interface, with each received updated value corresponding to
a respective one of the flow-estimation parameters. In an
embodiment, the user interface presents an initial value of one
or more of the estimated flow rates. The updated values might
be obtained via manipulation of the presented initial values,
perhaps by receiving typed input corresponding to the
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updated values (and overwriting the initial values), or by
receiving mouse clicks corresponding to an increase or a
decrease of a given one or more of the flow-estimation param-
eters. Those having skill in the art will understand that the
values may be received in other ways as well.

According to an embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the
updated values may be specified by typing a new value in a
text box corresponding to a respective flow-estimation
parameter. The text box may be chosen for text entry by
placing mouse cursor 716 over the text box and pressing a
button on a mouse or a key on a keyboard, as examples. The
updated values may be received by the flow-estimation pro-
cessor immediately upon entry of the values, and/or the
updated values may be received subsequent to specification
via the user interface that entry of updated values is complete.
Those having skill in the art will recognize that the updates
values may be specified in other ways as well.

In an embodiment, the flow-estimation processor may
additionally receive one or more flow-rate measurements and
output those measurements for presentation. For example,
flow rates may be occasionally “spot checked” by measuring
a flow rate at the location of a respective flow-depth sensor
102. These measured flow rates may be presented with the
estimated flow rates to assist in choosing accurate values of
the flow-estimation parameters. For example, as shown in
FIG. 7, the one or more flow-rate measurements may be
presented as checkmarks (such as checkmark 706) on a graph
of the estimated flow rates. The placement of the checkmarks
may indicate the date and time of the measurement as well as
the measured flow rate. Those having skill in the art will
recognize that presentation of the flow-rate measurements
make take other forms as well.

Method 600 continues at step 610 with the flow-estimation
processor calculating an updated estimated flow rate for each
of the one or more times. Each respective updated estimated
flow rate is calculated based on at least (i) the corresponding
flow-depth measurement, (ii) the one or more received
updated values, and (iii) respective initial values of any flow-
estimation parameters for which no updated value was
received. At step 612, the flow-estimation processor outputs
the updated estimated flow rates for presentation via the user
interface. Calculation and presentation of the updated esti-
mated flow rates may take a form similar (or identical) to the
calculation and presentation of the estimated flow rates. As
shown in FIG. 7, the presentation of the updated estimated
flow rates may take the form of a graph, with dashed line 706
representing the updated estimated flow rates.

FIG. 8 is a simplified map of a system of conduits, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments. As shown, system
800 includes conduit sections 802, 804, 806, 808, 810, and
812, some of which are branches of other conduit sections.
Flow-depth sensors are disposed along several (though not
necessarily all) conduit sections. For example, system 800
includes flow-depth sensors 814, 816, 818, 820, and 822
(indicated by hollow spheres) disposed along conduit sec-
tions 802, 804, 806, 808, and 810, respectively. Further, flow-
depth sensor 818 also includes a flow-rate sensor for directly
measuring flow rates.

Flow-rate and/or flow-depth information might be
obtained by specifying a respective flow-depth sensor via a
user interface. As illustrated in FIG. 8, for example, mouse
pointer 826 might be used to select flow-depth sensor 816. In
response to selection of the flow-depth sensor, the flow-esti-
mation processor may present a graph of estimated flow rates
and flow-rate measurements similar to the graph presented in
FIG. 7.
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Flow-rate and/or flow-depth information for a respective
flow-depth sensor might be used to choose values for flow-
estimation parameters for other conduit sections. For
example, if the chosen values for flow-depth sensor 818 are
accurate (based on a comparison of the estimated flow rates
with the measured flow rates), then those same values might
be used for flow-depth sensors 820 and 822. Those having
skill in the art will recognize that the user-interface map may
take other forms as well.

V. Second Exemplary Operation

The Manning formula provides accurate estimates of flow
rates if certain conditions are true. First, the flow should be an
open-channel flow, which has a free surface subject to atmo-
spheric pressure and is only partially enclosed by a solid
boundary. Flow in a closed conduit (enclosed by a solid
boundary such as a sewer pipe) can be treated as an open-
channel flow if the fluid has a free surface. Thus sewage can
generally be treated as an open flow since it is usually only
partially enclosed by a sewer pipe and generally has a free
surface.

Further, for the Manning formula to provide accurate esti-
mates of flow rates, the above-described open-channel flow
should be a steady and uniform flow. A steady flow exists if
characteristics of the flow (represented in the Manning for-
mula) do not vary with time, while a uniform flow exists if
those characteristics do not vary with distance. Thus a steady
and uniform flow is possible only in conduits that have a
constant cross section and slope.

However, while the Manning formula generally applies to
open-channel steady and uniform flows, the formula can esti-
mate flow rates of non-steady or non-uniform flows if the
flows deviate from these constraints within a certain thresh-
old.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a method carried out by a flow-
estimation processor, in accordance with exemplary embodi-
ments. As shown, method 900 begins at step 902 with the
flow-estimation processor calculating a rate of change of
flow-depth measurements over an elapsed period of time. At
step 904, the flow-estimation processor makes a rate-change
determination that the calculated rate of change exceeds a
rate-of-change threshold, and responsively outputting a rate-
of-change alert via the user interface.

In an embodiment, calculating the rate of change includes
calculating the standard deviation of the flow-depth measure-
ments, and making the rate-change determination includes
determining that the standard deviation exceeds a threshold.
In another embodiment, the flow-estimation processor addi-
tionally calculates a rate of change over a second elapsed
period of time within the first period of time, makes a second
rate-change determination that the second calculated rate of
change exceeds a second rate-of-change threshold, and
responsively outputs the rate-of-change alert.

V1. Third Exemplary Embodiment

Accumulation of sediment over time within a sewer pipe
may result in inaccurate flow-depth measurements. To illus-
trate, FIG. 10 depicts a graph of estimated flow-depth mea-
surements 1002 over a length of time. The values of the
flow-depth measurements are periodic—that is, the general
flow-depth pattern repeats several times over the length of
time. As shown however, the flow-depth measurements
increase between periods 1004 and 1006 while the measure-
ments in the other periods maintain their general flow-depth
signature. This increase of the flow-depth measurements may
be a result of accumulation of sediment in the sewer pipe, and
the flow rates of the sewage may not have changed despite the
change of the flow-depth signature. Thus the sediment accu-
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mulation may falsely indicate a change in the flow-rate sig-
nature when in fact there is no change.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a method of detecting a sediment
condition in a conduit and outputting a sediment-condition
alert. The method is described as being carried out by a
sediment-detection processor, which could take a form simi-
lar (or identical) to the above-described flow-estimation pro-
cessor. The method could additionally or alternatively be
carried out by other entities as well.

As shown, method 1000 begins at step 1102 with a sedi-
ment-detection processor recording a baseline flow-depth
signature during a first time period. Recording the baseline
flow-depth signature includes receiving and recording a first
plurality of flow-depth measurements taken at different
respective times during the first time period. Thus, for
example, the first plurality of flow-depth measurements
might correspond to a period during which it is known that no
sediment has accumulated in the conduit.

At step 1104, the sediment-detection processor records a
second flow-depth signature during a second time period
subsequent to the first. Recording the second flow-depth sig-
nature includes receiving and recording a second plurality of
flow-depth measurements taken at different respective times
during the second time period. The second plurality of flow-
depth measurements might correspond to a time period dur-
ing which sediment has possibly accumulated in the conduit.

The method continues at step 1106 with the sediment-
detection processor calculating a delta between the second
flow-depth signature and the baseline flow-depth signature.
Calculating the delta could include calculating a difference
between the mean and/or median of the first and second
pluralities of flow-depth measurements, though other tech-
niques for calculating the delta are possible. At step 1108, the
sediment-detection processor makes a sediment-condition
determination that the calculated delta exceeds a delta thresh-
old, and responsively outputs a sediment-condition alert for
presentation via a user interface. The alert could take the form
of a pop-up window, an email message, a short message
service (SMS) message, a push notification, an audible alert,
or any combination of these, among other possibilities. The
alert could convey the value of the calculated delta, which
might then be provided to the flow-estimation processor as
the value for the flow-depth-offset parameter. The alert might
include an indication that the flow-depth-offset parameter
should be adjusted. And/or the alert could convey information
such as (or relating to) the delta threshold, the first or second
time period, the first or second plurality of flow-depth mea-
surements, the baseline or second flow-depth signature, or
any combination of these, as examples. The alert may or may
not indicate that the calculated delta exceeds a delta thresh-
old. Those having skill in the art will understand that the alert
may take other forms as well.

VII. Conclusion

While some example embodiments have been described
above, those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that
numerous changes to the described embodiments could be
made without departing from the scope and spirit of the
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of estimating flow rates of a liquid in a conduit,
the method comprising:

a flow-estimation processor receiving one or more flow-
depth measurements, each flow-depth measurement
having been taken at a respective time;

the flow-estimation processor calculating a respective esti-
mated flow rate for each of the one or more times,
wherein each respective estimated flow rate is calculated
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based on at least (i) the corresponding flow-depth mea-
surement and (ii) a set of one or more flow-estimation
parameters each set to a respective initial value;
the flow-estimation processor outputting the estimated
flow rates for presentation via a user interface;
the flow-estimation processor receiving via the user inter-
face one or more updated values, each received updated
value corresponding to a respective one of the flow-
estimation parameters;
the flow-estimation processor calculating an updated esti-
mated flow rate for each of the one or more times,
wherein each respective updated estimated flow rate is
calculated based on at least (i) the corresponding flow-
depth measurement, (ii) the one or more received
updated values, and (iii) respective initial values of any
flow-estimation parameters for which no updated value
was received; and
the flow-estimation processor outputting the updated esti-
mated flow rates for presentation via the user interface.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
flow-depth measurements comprises a measurement selected
from a group of measurements consisting of an optical flow-
depth measurement and an ultrasound flow-depth measure-
ment.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of flow-estima-
tion parameters comprises a flow-depth-measurement offset.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of flow-estima-
tion parameters comprises one or more of a conduit radius, a
conduit slope, and a roughness coefficient.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein presentation comprises
presentation of a graph of the flow rates over a period of time.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein presentation comprises
presentation of a list of the flow rates and the respective
corresponding times.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein presentation comprises
presentation of a total flow over a period of time.
8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving one or more flow-rate measurements; and
outputting the flow-rate measurements for presentation.
9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
calculating and outputting for presentation a maximum
estimated flow rate over a period of time.
10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
calculating a rate of change of flow-depth measurements
over an elapsed period of time;
making a rate-change determination that the calculated rate
of change exceeds a rate-of-change threshold, and
responsively outputting a rate-of-change alert via the
user interface.
11. A system for estimating flow rates of a liquid in a
conduit, the system comprising:
a communication interface;
a central processing unit; and
a data storage containing program instructions executable
by the central processing unit for:
receiving one or more flow-depth measurements, each
flow-depth measurement having been taken at a
respective time;
calculating a respective estimated flow rate for each of
the one or more times, wherein each respective esti-
mated flow rate is calculated based on at least (i) the
corresponding flow-depth measurement and (ii) a set
of'one or more flow-estimation parameters each set to
a respective initial value;
outputting the estimated flow rates for presentation via a
user interface;
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receiving via the user interface one or more updated
values, each received updated value corresponding to
a respective one of the flow-estimation parameters;

calculating an updated estimated flow rate for each of the
one or more times, wherein each respective updated
estimated flow rate is calculated based on at least (i)
the corresponding flow-depth measurement, (ii) the
one or more received updated values, and (iii) respec-
tive initial values of any flow-estimation parameters
for which no updated value was received; and

outputting the updated estimated flow rates for presen-
tation via the user interface.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein at least one of the
flow-depth measurements comprises a measurement selected
from a group of measurements consisting of an optical flow-
depth measurement and an ultrasound flow-depth measure-
ment.

13. The system of claim 11, wherein the set of flow-esti-
mation parameters comprises a flow-depth-measurement off-
set.

14. The system of claim 11, wherein the set of flow-esti-
mation parameters comprises one or more of a conduit radius,
a conduit slope, and a roughness coefficient.

10

15

14

15. The system of claim 11, wherein presentation com-
prises presentation of a graph of the flow rates over aperiod of
time.

16. The system of claim 11, wherein presentation com-
prises presentation of a list of the flow rates and the respective
corresponding times.

17. The system of claim 11, wherein presentation com-
prises presentation of a total flow over a period of time.

18. The system of claim 11, further comprising:

receiving one or more flow-rate measurements; and

outputting the flow-rate measurements for presentation.

19. The system of claim 11, further comprising:

calculating and outputting for presentation a maximum

estimated flow rate over a period of time.

20. The system of claim 11, further comprising:

calculating a rate of change of flow-depth measurements

over an elapsed period of time;

making a rate-change determination that the calculated rate

of change exceeds a rate-of-change threshold, and
responsively outputting a rate-of-change alert via the
user interface.



